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First boot camp for Freshman Academy successful
Faculty and staff members involved in the first academic boot camp for
Freshman Academy students said they enjoyed watching participants
build community connections.
The Academic Success Institute ran August 17-22, prior to the 50
participants attending Transitions. Sulari White, director of Freshman
Academy, said students spent their days working in groups of 10 that were
led by a faculty member.
Sessions throughout the day led by faculty members focused on study
skills, math, reading and writing, White said. The institute’s curriculum
comes from Pacific Crest, and its founder, Dan Apple, was on campus to
help facilitate.
Apple’s pre-semester boot camp has been used for several years by the
Meijer Honors College. Jeff Chamberlain, director of the Honors College,
said the program for honors students helps first-year students acclimate
quickly to the campus community and feel less intimidated about
approaching faculty members.
The goals were similar for Freshman Academy students, White said.
Housed in the Student Academic Success Center, Freshman Academy
supports students who demonstrate potential for academic success and
who come from underrepresented high schools, or are the first in their
families to attend college.
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Members of the inaugural Academic Success Institute are pictured. The academic
boot camp for Freshman Academy students ran in mid-August, prior to the start of
Transitions.

Faculty Teaching and Learning Center to host the institute; support also
came from Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies.

White received a Presidential Teaching Initiative Grant from the Pew

continues on page 4

ArtPrize sculpture pays tribute to Stuart Padnos
An ArtPrize sculpture installed at Grand Valley
pays tribute to the late Stuart Padnos, former
senior vice president at Louis Padnos Iron and
Metal Company, who died in April. The piece is

located near the Blue Bridge, at the courtyard
entrance to the Eberhard Center, on the Pew
Grand Rapids Campus.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Pictured is an ArtPrize sculpture in front of the Eberhard Center
that pays tribute to Stuart Padnos.

“A couple of our employees came to
us with the idea of honoring Stuart
through an entry in ArtPrize,” said
Shelley E. Padnos, executive vice
president at Padnos and chair of
Grand Valley’s Board of Trustees. “The
Padnos company has been delighted to
be able to support Stuart’s long-time
collaborator, Juan Luna, in the creation
and installation of the sculpture ‘Scrap
is Beautiful-The View From Stuart’s
Eye.’ It has been a labor of love for all
of us.”
The colorful, 2,500-pound metal
sculpture stands 6 feet high and 12
feet by 16 feet wide. It was made in
Holland in two pieces that were bolted
together at the installation. Luna, who
has been a welder and fabricator with

Padnos since 1995, was the one Stuart turned
to for help in making his art sculpture visions a
reality. They collaborated on dozens of projects,
including the Grand Valley Marching Band
sculpture on the Allendale Campus.
“Each element of this ArtPrize sculpture
represents a project Stuart and I worked on
together,” said Luna. The flower pieces are
representative of sculptures at the company
headquarters in Holland, and the crankshaft
and rings are replicas of pieces at the
Maintenance Facility in Grand Rapids. The
marching band figure represents the larger
piece at Grand Valley.
ArtPrize opens September 19 and continues
through October 7. Opening Night activities will
include a procession by members of the Grand
Valley Marching Band from Rosa Parks Circle,
across the Blue Bridge and to Grand Valley’s
venue. Learn about additional ArtPrize entries
at Grand Valley by visiting www.gvsu.edu/
artgallery, or calling x12563.
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Across Campus
Street food initiative aims to
improve dining experience
Campus Dining
recently added a
food truck to the
Allendale Campus as
part of a street food
initiative. The truck is
located between the
Zumberge Library
and Lake Huron Hall.

This year’s first-year class is 4,005, compared to last year’s stellar class
of 3,927. In addition to the high number enrolled, the students have high
grade point averages. The average high school GPA of this year’s freshmen
is 3.50.

Ryan Jones, senior food service director for Campus Dining, said the idea
for street food came from researching opportunities to increase the value,
convenience and variety of the Campus Dining program. He said Zoca
Express will provide students with additional meal choices and the option
to eat on the go.
A main goal of the new food truck is to help reduce some of the congestion experienced by students at the dining venues on campus during peak
meal times. “Many other colleges and universities have added street food
style programs for that very reason and have experienced great success,”
said Jones.
The food truck will be at Grand Valley home football games and Jones
said a second street food concept is tentatively planned to open during the
winter semester.
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Record number of students on campus
Grand Valley officials announced that a record number of first-year
students enrolled this fall.

Zoca Express offers
four different types
of burritos, including
a vegetarian option,
several sides and
Photo courtesy of Campus Dining
churros for dessert.
A food truck on the Allendale Campus gives customers
The sidewalk fiesta is a new dining option.
open Monday through
Thursday from
11 a.m.-2 p.m., and accepts all forms of payment, including debit dollars
and meal plans.
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For more information, visit Campus Dining’s website at www.gvsu.edu/
campusdine.

Total enrollment for this semester is 24,654, which hit the target for the
university’s strategic plan of quality and stability.
The university’s report shows that undergraduate enrollment is up and
credit hours have increased by more than 2,500. That means students are
moving toward graduation at a faster pace, which is a goal of the Grand
Finish grant — the $1,000 award to seniors who have taken a full load
every semester. Enrollment for students of color increased from 13.6 percent to 14.5 percent this year.

Student, professor help develop
pothole app
Officials with the City of Boston are now testing a new app that detects
potholes and a Grand Valley student and professor had a hand in its
design.
It’s called Street Bump and it works through a driver’s smartphone. The
smartphone is placed on the dashboard or in a cup holder, continually
collecting data on phone movement, location and speed. Street Bump
transmits this data to remote servers.
Ed Aboufadel, chair of mathematics, worked with three students in Grand
Valley’s mathematics Research Experiences for Undergraduates program
during the summer 2011 to analyze data for the app.
continues on page 3

GVFaces
Alissa Lane,
outreach coordinator,
Padnos International Center
For Alissa Lane, her personal study abroad
experiences in the United Kingdom, Czech
Republic and China gave her a suitcase full of
experience that she now shares with current
students as outreach coordinator for the Padnos
International Center.
Lane, originally from Wyoming, graduated
from Michigan State University in 2010 with a
bachelor’s degree in fine arts with an emphasis
in graphic design and photography.
As outreach coordinator, Lane is primarily
responsible for promoting the study abroad
program at Grand Valley, including presenting
information to classrooms and managing the
study abroad website and social media.
Lane said she is most excited to have the
opportunity to directly interact with students
and share some of her personal travel
experiences. “The diversity of my own
international experiences makes it easy for me
to relate to a broad range of students as they

start making their
own study abroad
plans,” said Lane.
“I’m also able to
alleviate a lot of
students’ fears and
misconceptions.”
Lane said she enjoys
helping students
become more aware
of, and open to,
the idea of starting
their own unique
adventures to ensure
it is an impactful
part of their college
career.

Alissa Lane

“It’s almost like I get to travel along with them,”
she said.
In the future, Lane said she hopes to build on
the already successful foundation of Grand
Valley’s study abroad program and make it more
accessible and well-known to all students.
Lane enjoys playing soccer and traveling.
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What’s Ahead
Campus departments
host volunteer fair
Nearly 50 organizations from West Michigan
will be at Grand Valley’s Nonprofit Volunteer
and Internship Fair on Tuesday, September 11.
The fair will take place from 1-4 p.m. in the
Henry Hall Atrium. It is a chance for students
to connect with agencies for volunteer and
internship opportunities.
Participating organizations include Feeding
America West Michigan Food Bank, Boys
and Girls Club of Grand Rapids, Goodwill
Industries, Schools of Hope and Michigan
Blood. The event is free and presented by
Grand Valley’s Community Service Learning
Center and Career Services.
For more information contact Eric Stevens in
the Office of Student Life at x12345 or visit
www.gvsu.edu/service.

Intercultural
reception planned
A reception is planned to provide an
opportunity for students, faculty and staff
members to network and to discover cultural
opportunities at Grand Valley.
The Intercultural Student Reception will take
place Thursday, September 13, from 4-6 p.m. in
the Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room.
The annual event also offers the campus

community an opportunity to meet
representatives of student organizations.
Refreshments will be provided and door prizes
are planned. For more information, contact the
Office of Multicultural Affairs at x12177 or visit
www.gvsu.edu/oma.

Hispanic Heritage
Month events set
The importance of voting, study aboard
experiences, and women and minorities in the
political arena are among the topics for events
planned to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month,
which will run September 17-October 13.
The celebration is sponsored by the Office of
Multicultural Affairs and supported by many
other campus departments. All events are free
and will take place on the Allendale Campus.
The kick-off event is set for Monday,
September 17, with presentations by two faculty
and staff members who led student groups
on study abroad trips to Peru and El Salvador.
Geography students conducted forest surveys in
the Amazon rainforest and social work students
visited and interacted with communities in El
Salvador. The event will run from noon-1 p.m.
in the Kirkhof Center, room 2215.
Other events include:
• A New Home in Michigan: the MexicanAmerican Experience in Muskegon,
September 19, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Kirkhof
Center, room 2204. Connie Navarro will
discuss Latinos Working for the Future, an

information clearinghouse for Hispanic culture
and education she and her husband founded.
Navarro has been an on-air host for a number
of Hispanic radio shows spanning 20 years.
• Making Latino Votes Count, September 26,
noon-1 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2270. Lupe
Ramos-Montigny, candidate for State Board
of Education and chair of the West Michigan
Cesar Chavez Celebration Committee, will lead
a discussion about the importance of the Latino
vote.
• Women and Minorities in the Political
Arena, October 3, 4-5:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt
Center. Patti Solis Doyle, campaign manager for
Hillary Clinton in 2008, was the first Hispanic
woman to lead a presidential campaign. She
will discuss her experiences promoting Clinton
administration policies on children, health care
and women’s issues. She has received many
recognitions, including being named one of
America’s 100 Most Influential Hispanics by
Hispanic Business Magazine.
• Precious Knowledge, October 8, 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2215. Participants
will watch a documentary about the story of
student leaders from Tuscon High School
in Arizona as they fight to save the Mexican
American Studies program. A panel discussion
featuring faculty will follow.
• Latino Student Union Dinner and Dance,
October 13, 7 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand River
Room.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/oma or call x12177 for
more information.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
Nathan Marculis, a math major from Lowell
who graduated from Grand Valley in April, was
one of the students. The other two, SaraJane
Parsons and Clark Bowman, were participating
in the program from other universities.
The group worked to figure out a way for the
system to detect potholes while filtering out
things like manhole covers and speed bumps.
Aboufadel said if at least 30 percent of drivers hit a bump in the same spot, the system
recognizes it as some sort of road anomaly, and
further calculation determines whether or not
it is a pothole.
“The challenge was to figure out how to use
the data given to us to find the potholes,” said
Aboufadel. “City officials developed the app
to collect the data but needed people with a
math background to create methods to detect
the potholes in the data. We used matrices and
linear algebra to track rotation of the data and
wavelet filters to identify spikes or road anomaly in the data.”
The students met daily with Aboufadel for
eight weeks before submitting their findings.
Boston city officials presented the challenge as
a contest and the Grand Valley team was one of
three winners.

The app is currently being tested in
Massachusetts and Zurich, Switzerland.

President: goals set to
position university as
entrepreneurial leader
President Thomas J. Haas issued a report citing
how the university’s nimble and efficient past
has set a stable course that positions the university well in the national conversation about
higher education and in meeting Michigan’s
economic needs.
The president outlined the past year’s accomplishments and set an agenda for this year’s
goals as part of his annual reopening of the
academic year. When stating the strategic goals,
Haas urged the campus community to embrace
a reputation as the state’s “most innovative, creative and entrepreneurial university.”
Goals included the following:
• Ensuring academic programs are accessible
for today’s students;
• Improving facilities and opening new learning
environments;
• Becoming aggressive in student recruitment
and retention;

President Thomas J. Haas’ report cites goals for the
university and celebrates past accomplishments.

• Broadening the donor base and capitalizing
on the new “Laker for a Lifetime” campaign.
“The ground is shifting significantly in the
national conversation about higher education
and its value in today’s society,” Haas wrote.
“In spite of the many financial and cultural
pressures we are experiencing, Grand Valley
will continue to be smart and nimble enough to
serve our students and ensure a stable future in
which we will thrive.”
The report, “Expanding Our Reach: 2012-2013
and Beyond,” can be found online at www.gvsu.
edu/gvnow, search for “Haas.” It’s tied to Haas’
August 24 addresses to students, faculty and
staff members during Convocation ceremonies.
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General Events
Mon., Sept. 10
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 1142
KC. Email wcommission@gvsu.edu for
more information.
8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration presents, “Music
for the ‘Era of Good Feelings’: Beethoven in
Federalist America.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/fallarts for more information.

Tues., Sept. 11
1-4 p.m.: Nonprofit Volunteer and Internship
Fair. HRY. Call x12345 for more information.

Wed., Sept. 12
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: Farmers Market. Parking
Lot F.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.
Noon: Women’s Commission hosts Fall

Welcome Reception, keynote by Patricia
Smith. 2204 KC. Email wcommission@
gvsu.edu for more information.
1-3 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts art reception.
1201 KC. Call x12748 for more information.

Thurs., Sept. 13
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.

Sports
Wed., Sept. 12
7 p.m.: Soccer hosts Ferris State University.

Fri., Sept. 14
5 p.m.: Women’s tennis hosts Malone
University.

4 p.m.: OMA hosts Intercultural Student
Reception. 2250 KC. Call x12177 for more
information.

7 p.m.: Soccer hosts Ashland University.

Fri., Sept. 14

10 a.m.: Women’s tennis hosts Walsh
University.

All Day: United Way Day of Caring. Call
x12349 for more information.
Noon-5 p.m.: Writing Center hosts Faculty
Friday. 120 LOH. Call x12922 for more
information.

2 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: “Biodiversity and the
Functioning of Ecosystems,” by Bradley
Cardinale. LMC, Muskegon. Call x13749
for more information.

Sat., Sept. 15

Sun., Sept. 16
10 a.m.: Women’s tennis hosts Lake Erie
College.
1 p.m.: Soccer hosts Ohio Dominican
University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, wrote
a chapter, “Confucianism and Democracy,”
published in a book, Contemporary Chinese
Political Thought, Debates and Perspectives,
published by University Press of Kentucky; and
an article, “The Recent Revival of Confucianism
and Post-Secular World Politics,” published
in World Affairs: the Journal of International
Issues.
Elena Lioubimtseva, associate professor of
geography and planning, gave the keynote
address, “Impact of Climate Change on
the Aral Sea and its Basin,” and chaired a
session, “Climate Systems,” at an international

conference, Hydrological and Ecological
Responses to Climate Change, and LUCC in
Central Asia in Urumqi, China. She was also
elected to the editorial board of Dataset Papers
in Geosciences.
Kathryn Remlinger, professor of English,
gave a presentation, “Sounding ‘Yooper’: How
History, Tourism, and Media Have Shaped
the Idea of a Dialect,” at the Michigan Iron
Industry Museum in Negaunee, as part of the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources’
2012 lecture series.

at the International Third Sector Research
conference in Siena, Italy. She also received the
2012-2013 Mawby Faculty Fellowship from the
Johnson Center for Philanthropy.
Charles Pazdernik, associate professor of
Classics, wrote a chapter, “‘How then is it
not better to prefer quiet, than the dangers
of conflict?’: The imperial court as the site of
shifting cultural frontiers,” in a book, Shifting
Cultural Frontiers in Late Antiquity, by Ashgate
Publishing.

Heather Carpenter, assistant professor of
public, nonprofit and health administration,
gave a presentation, “Study Abroad and GVSU,”

Faculty, students build communities through Academic Success Institute
continued from page 1
Ayana Weekley, assistant professor of women
and gender studies, served as a primary faculty
member; she had 10 students and four faculty
members who served as assistant coaches in
her group.
The students’ ability to break down large
projects and focus on tasks will serve them well
into the semester, said Weekley. “When they’re
feeling overwhelmed and, say, can’t read every

word assigned to them, they’ll remember the
skills they learned and how to effectively read
texts,” Weekley said.

us and taught me how to be more precise in
my writing and how to be an efficient reader,”
Henry said.

Weekley experienced benefits, also. She said,“I
was able to expand my own community of
faculty who I work with.”

Faculty members involved included Gordon
Alderink, John Bruni, Margery Guest, Jennifer
Jameslyn, Jamie Langlois, Hazel McClure,
Medar Serrata, Scott Stabler, Rik Stevenson,
Ayana Weekley, Joel Wendland and Wendy
Wenner.

Danielle Henry, a first-year student from
Southfield, said while the institute was intense,
she appreciated the hands-on mentoring from
faculty members. “They worked so closely with

